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1957 Chevy Bel Air: A “legend among the classics”

PHOTOS BY DENNIS WARDEN

BY ROXIE MURPHY is the 1957 Chevy Bel Air, and Ken (Fuzz) around Owensville. comes up to me and says “you need to buy
REPUBLICAN STAFF WRITER Dorton’s newly restored vintage ride is a Fuzz’s relationship with the ‘57 Bel Air  that from me.””
rmurphy@wardpub.com great example of the model’s timelessness.  began in 2006 ata GTA Car Club Christmas Once theidea was planted, Fuzz couldn’t
“I always wanted a 1957 hardtop,” said  party at Allen Lowder’s Auto Body shop.  shake it.
Notmany old cars aremore recognizable ~ Fuzz, who is most recognizable by his 1956 “The car was sitting there looking kinda See Bel Air, Page 3B

than the “legend among the classics” that Nomad that he hot-rodded through the “70s  sad in the bay,” Fuzz said. “Mike Reifer

Vehicle Checkup ¢ Synthetic Blend Oil Change
Tire Rotation and Pressure Check
Brake Inspection ¢ Fluid Top-Off « Battery Test
Filter Check ¢ Belts and Hoses Check

We could shop 8 Different Companies
to find the lowest rates
for your auto insurance.
N\

 Dairyland e United Home

e Travelers * Hagerty
* Progressive » Gainsco
e Grinnell Mutual -« Graham-Rogers

p——— ]

= - @Get awell-oiled machine
_,,____frgnthe team that runs like one.

Call or stop in for a policy review and free quote.

Cwiutman Insurance Ugency
Bryan Cutman & Shevi Bievmann

111 South 1st Street = Owensville, MO 65066

\\\#a”i(k‘””e ‘ READY TO SERVE" | quicklane.com

TIRE & AUTO CENTER

* Up to five quarts of Motorcraft® Synthetic Blend oil and Motorcraft or Omnicraft™ oil filter. Taxes, diesel vehicles and disposal fees extra. Hybrid battery test excluded. Offer expires 21/31/22. See participating U.S. Quick Lane for
exclusions and details. Offer not available in Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. Quick Lane® and Motorcraft® are registered trademarks of Ford Motor Company. Omnicraft™ is a trademark of Ford Motor Company.

HERMANN FORD

614 Market Street - Hermann, MO 65041 Go Further
573-486-3113
www.HermannFord.com B
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“I don’t know, I just let my zeal override
my commonsense,” he said. “Took me about
a week-and-a-half and I was like “alright,
Reif, I’ll buy this from you.’ I even had to
borrow the money. It took me five years to
pay it off. I started working on it in 2010
and finished it in 2021.”

Like every classic-car enthusiast who
knows he will have to sit on that project a
while before he can get it started, Fuzz dug
into the history of the ‘57 while he eagerly
anticipated its restoration.

“Gary Smart owned it since 1963,” Fuzz
said, talking about the Smart family from
Gerald. “He was coming home from work
one day in April 1982 and his wife was driv-
ing the car from Owensville to Gerald and
rear-ended a guy in a pickup truck. Rumor
was she was picking up a cake for (Gary’s)
birthday.”

The car was eventually sold to Allen
Lowder, then Reifer and finally to Fuzz.

“I put it in the barn for about five years
because I had no money to do anything
with it,” Fuzz said. “When I got it, it was
wrecked. A new windshield had been put in
cause the hood went through it. The cowl
was bent up.”

From 2006 to 2010, the ‘57 remained

THE ‘57 Bel Air sits on this unnamed road in Memorial Park, known as hippie holler
since the'70s.

in Fuzz’s barn, waiting for restoration. She
came out looking much the same with sev-
eral more layers dust than she went in with.

“The floor pan was rusted out, the inner
and outer rockers were rusted, the front end
was wrecked,” Fuzz said, remembering
the rough condition she was in. “It had the
windshield though.”

Coming out of the barn, the apple red
interior was still good as well as the door
panels.

“Icutthe floor pan outand putitup onthe
rotisserie and then sandblasted,” Fuzz said.
“I'sandblasted the car all the way around six
inches up the frame inside and out — the
wheel wells and firewall. The rest of the
body you work by hand. I don’t believe in

Joseph

- Skornia’s
AUtO Repair

e Tune-Ups ¢ Brakes e Tires

» Batteries ¢ Lube Jobs ¢ Engine Work
e Suspension Work e Drive Line

¢ Computer Diagnostics ® & more

Joseph and Teresa Skornia
DBA-Skornia’s Auto Repair
4E 6th Street
Gerald, MO 63037
(6th Street And South Main)

(573)764-4487

sandblasting the body ‘cause it roughs ‘em
up. But all that metal I was going to replace
I wanted to sandblast to see what I could
attach to it.”

He said the trunk looked good at first, but
after sandblasting, it wasn’t good after all.

He took the whole thing apart to the
last screw.

“These old cars look good on the outside,
but things underneath aren’t so well,” Fuzz
said from experience. “For five years the
domelight was the only thing lefthanging in
it’sceilingand I eventually yanked that out.”

The self-described machinist, mechanic,
and autobody man realized that if he was
to make this restoration happen on his own,
he was going to need a few pieces unique

pieces to work with.

“It took me three months to make an
automobile rotisserie,” he said. “It’s the
Cadillac of rotisseries and one of these days
I’'m gonna sell it.”

Made out of the axel of an old mobile
home, Fuzz welded and cut until the rotis-
serie took shape and added levels, pulls,
tires and brakes to make it adjustable. Holes
were drilled to match up to the car so when
it was skewered on the rotisserie it could be
bolted down and rotated.

The headliner in the car was moldy.

Sandblasting came first, then replacing
those rusted parts with new ones.

“Bondo is a real problem in old cars like
this one,” Fuzz said.

Cutting out the bad and replacing the
underneath was a must.

He rebuilt all the suspension on the front
and rear, put a new floor pan back in, sway
bars, front and rear power disk brakes, drop
spindles, power steering, power windows
and locks, tilt steering column and Dakota
Digital Gauges.

“They aren’t really digital (gauges) but
they have the needle on them and they look
original and pretty,” Fuzzsaid. “l also added
acustom sound stereo system and download

See Bel Air, Page 4B
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Bel Air ® from page 3B

music to a jump drive to listen to it in the car. Plus rain gear
wipers with a modern-day three-speed setting.”

Heendedupreplacingall ofthe windows, side trim, head-
light bezels, bumpers, grille, emblems, and door handles.

“All the pretty stuff, all of the jewelry, a new headliner
and new carpet (was replaced),” Fuzz said.

While he did most of the work himself, Fuzz called
friends who were car enthusiasts like himself to assist with
certain parts of the project.

He didn’t stop with cosmetics though. Adding in AC
and heat required additional wiring.

“The original car had like five wires and the new cars
have 500,” Fuzz joked. “I replaced them with a 25-pound
wiring harness from American Auto.”

The ‘57 was starting to retake her shape. He reinforced
the frame with over 200 feet of angle iron.

“I did all the body work, primer work myself and got
it pretty then talked to Bobby Scheel,” Fuzz said. “If you
have painted yourself you know it’s a mess in your shop.”

When Fuzz called Scheel, his buddy wasn’t committing
to painting anything.

“He’s particular,” Fuzz said. “Bobby said he would paint
itif it was gonna look good. He came out and ran his hands
overitand said he would paintit ‘cause ‘it’s gonna be pretty.’

The car went out of Fuzz’s shop and into Scheel’s in
pieces. Scheel painted it black and added a clear coat to
make the car shine.

While he waited for pieces to be complete, Fuzz was
building a motor for the car.

CERTIFIED REPAIR LLC

AUTO REPAIR

STEVE KAMPER

ASE C'ERTIF[ED

Including: AC Repair ¢ Tune-Ups ¢ Batteﬂes
) Brakes e State Inspeotlons .

15 West 5th Street Gemld MO

Shop: 573-764-5880

“I'built the rung stand and fired the engine up on the rung
stand,” Fuzz said. “I built a 383 cubic inch small block. I
build my own engines when I am doing stuff like this.”

He also added muffiers.

“It sounds pretty good,” Fuzz said. “I am a machinist
and a fabricator. I planned this stuff out before I do it.”

He also built a 4160 overdrive transmission for the

“I built it to drive. I built it to
cruise, not to smoke the tires.”

vintage ‘57 Bel Air that was taken off of a 1979 Camaro
rear-end assembly and added 342 gears in it for a positrac-
tionrear-end that will provide the vehicle with more traction
control on the open road.

“I made a pitman arm attached to a steering box — 600
Delphi that did not come original on a ‘57,” Fuzz said.

The project was made of the upper half of an ‘87 pickup
and the bottom half of'a *57. I cut them in half, grinded and
welded them together.”

“An old-timer once said anybody canrestore a car,” Fuzz
said. “It takes a real one cut one uptrying to modernize it.
That thing fails, I'm in trouble.”

The ‘57 Bel Air came out with a factory 283 engine that
could jump from zero to 60 miles per hour in 9.9 seconds,
not fast by modern standards but impressive for its time.
Fuzz wasn’t looking to change too much on the speed.

“I built it to drive,” Fuzz said. “I built it to cruise, not
to smoke the tires.”

While Fuzz will say he did the bulk of the work on the
57 himeslef, his friends and lady were there any time he
called for a hand.

“Mike Reifer and Mike Scego help me put the wind-
shield and back glass in the car,” Fuzz said. “My sweetheart
Marilyn Russell also helped me when I called her out of
the house to assist and my brother Buck Dorton and his son
Shane Dorton helped.”

Fuzz said that in projects like car restoration, relying on
someone else to help get you moving, isn’t going to work.

“You can’t expect a lot of help from people,” Fuzz said.
“You take on a project like this and have to understand you
are going to be doing it on your own.”

After 10 years of working on the ‘57 Chevy for three to
five nights a week, his efforts paid off.

“I finished the car back in August 2021 and this year I
plan to take it to the TriFive event in Kentucky,” Fuzz said.
“I cruised it up to Rustober Fest in New Florence during the
summer of 2021 and that was quite a deal, big car party.”

He was driving home from New Florence on Highway
19 South of Hermann and turned left off of the bridge onto
mainstreet to grab food on their way home.

“Didn’t know it was October Fest in Hermann and as we
went to one of the restaurants to get something to eat, the
street was jammed packed with people hootin’ and hollerin’
and runnin’ up to take pictures,” Fuzz said. “You’d think
we was celebrities.”

It doesn’t get much better than making memories in

See Bel Air, Page 6B

o Tlres for your car, truck or traller
e Paintless Dent Removal
Hail Damage ~ Door Dings
e Full Auto Glass Replacement
and Chip Repairs
e Automotive Accessories
Running Boards, Leveling Kits,

e Headliner Replacement
e Oil Changes
e Brake Service

e Towing/Rollback Service
e Check Engine Light Diagnosis

maintenance
brake service
tune-ups
repairs

flush & fill
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WHITE MOTOR CO.

In business for over 60 years
212 Hwy. 28E - Belle, MO

1360 Hwy. CC ¢ Bland, MO
573-417-0511
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an vintage ride that is rebuilt into a turnkey daily
vehicle with a great stereo system.

“I'am a child of the ‘60s and “70s,” Fuzz says. “I
like the classics and I like to listen to the classics.”

NOW SELLING
ALTERNATORS ~ AC CoMPRESSORS POWER
STEERING PumPs ~ STARTERS CoiL PAcks

BLower Motors ~ CV AxLes ~ MucH MoRE

For Almost Half the Price of remanufactured parts at other parts stores.

Check out our inventory on engines and have us install it for a fraction of

the cost of other shops. All of our parts have a 90 day warranty however
we offer extended warranties at an additional low rate!

and balanced: a 366.00 value

Good thru April 30, 2022
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ALL-NEW,
TRUXEDO pgeyiumpou-
UP COVER WITH

AN KTRA-LOW
PREMIUM ROLL-UP TRUCK BED COVER Pnorlli

RETRACTABLE BED COVERS

The XR Series combines the PRO MX with
the integrated Trax Rail System that allows for
unique and personal customization above your :
tonneau cover. The RetraxPRO XR, our premium Aluminum LEGENDARY -

Series cover, combines industrial strength aluminum construction ~
with an incredibly resilient matte finish. W

P
AUTHDHIZED purtli Consumer Mail-in
INSTAI.LER REBATE

Offer good for a

THEINTERIOR of the Bel AirisCandy Apple
Red. Dorton outfitted the'57 with modern
conveniences — Tilt steering wheel, cruise
control, air conditioning, power windows
and locks and a modern stereo so he can
listen to classic music as he cruises in his
classic Chevrolet.

SHRINK

Your Auto Premium

Squat I-Iappens

$15 Rebate with qualifying Air Lift Compressor system/installed
$75 Rehate with qualifying Air Spring Kit/installed

We're your Shield.
We're your Shelter.

OEM Paint Code Color Match Available
Preferred Over Drop-In Plastic Liners

|
| S e Sprayed On Truck Liners I
° ¢ Truxedo Lo Pro Tonneau Cover 1

573'437'7700 Good thru April 30, 2022 « Limit 1 coupon. Cannot be combined with any other sale or discount. I

Complete Line Of Quality Accessories
CCeSsS Orle S www.EAccessoriesUnlimited.com

Kyle Meyer ~ 573 437-2522
1210 W Hwy 28, Ste B | Owensville, MO
(next to Orscheln’s) email: KyleMeyer@ShelterInsurance.com

* Running Boards < Professional Installation

* Tool Boxes « Performance Products

* Bug Shields * Mud Flaps * Floor Mats

« Nerf Bars « Sprayed On Truck Liners

» Bed Liners  Brake Controllers ¢ Hitches
* Bed Covers « Lift Kits & Much More. . .

5475 Hwy 100 East Washington, Mo.
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DORTON BUILT a custom rotisserie (photos top
and bottom left) for his 10-year project to restore
the wrecked 1957 Chevrolet Bel Air he purchased
from Mike Riefer in 2006. The wreck, in April 1982,
required that he replace the front quarter panels and
the engine compartment (photo above). The dome
light (photo left) hung from the ceiling for five years
before Dorton removed it. Dorton (photo opposite
page) worked onthe carthreetofive nighteach week
from 2010 to 2021.

PHOTOS SUBMITTED BY KEN DORTON

L. Stewart Automotive, LLC

Larry & Janet Stewart ~ Owners
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* Full Service Garage
e Front End Alignment « Tune Ups
« Fuel Injectors Cleaned - AC Work
« Oil Change - State Inspections

600 North 1st Street « Owensville, MO 65066 « 573-437-2437

~ Safety & Emissions Testing

~ General Automotive Repair

~ Oil Changes & Brake Service

~ Mount/Balance Tires . . . and
we also Sell NEW Tires

~ U-Haul rental station

~ U-Haul boxes for sale

~ U-Haul hitches

installed Local Pickyyp, All insurances accepted.
& De"very

We are a dlstrlbutor
for Truck Accessories &
Classic Car Parts

Now Ship & Drop
off UPS Packages

here! Availabje Allen Lowder: 573-437-6428

PROVIDING

580 E. F|tzgera|d Ave. (Hwy. 50) * Gerald, MO 65066

James Benton, Mechanic [y By 7= ®_I:1:{s8 David Benton, Mechanic 3639 HWy' 19 South ® Owensville, MO
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106B South L & D Drive « Owensville, MO 65066

George 573-437-2999 Chuck

(573) 578-5582 (573) 578-5082

We are proud to carry

Firestone

Passenger & Light Duty Truck Tires

CLEANEST USED CARS AROUND

Greerwiew Moto'ed

No Salvage Titles ® Trade-ins Welcome Stan Lowder

Select Used Cars, Trucks and Vans 573-437-2284
3639 Hwy. 19 South

Owensville, MO
2015 Chevy Silverado LT 4x4,
Double Cab, New Tires, Tonneau
Cover, 130,xxx Miles

At American Family Insurance, we know your car is more than four
wheels that get you from point A to point B — it’s also freedom to
pursue the things important to you. Which is why you’ll want to make
sure you have the proper protection

Contact me today to learn more or get a quote.

Theresa Ditto, Agent
109 S 1st St, Owensville, MO 65066

Bus: (573) 437-3726
tditto@amfam.com

_— e

AMERICAN FAMILY
| INSURANCE

Ask us about
§ ASCAuto
= Warranties for

®

your car. e : (\)\§ American Family Mutual Insurance Company, S.1. and Its Operating Companies
T ' 6000 American Parkway, Madison, W1 53783 014813 - 5/18 ©2018 - 9854234 n
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How to maintain an older vehicle

New cars have been costly for quite some
time, but those costs have spiked consid-
erably since the onset of the COVID-19
pandemic. That unprecedented rise has led
many motorists to wonder how they can get
more mileage out of their existing vehicles.

Accordingto data from Kelley Blue Book
and Cox Automotive, the average cost of a
new car in September 2021 was just over
$45,000. That marked a $3,000 increase
from June 2021 and a $5,000 increase from
the end of 2020.

Drivers who can’t afford to keep up with
therising costofnew vehicles can take these
steps to keep their existing cars running
smoothly for years to come.

* Take care of the timing belt. Engines
may get all the glory, but they cannot run
smoothly without a fully functional timing
belt. Engines need various components to
do their job, and those components must
do so at the right time for the engine to run
smoothly. Fully functional timing belts help
to synchronize movements, but belts mustbe
replaced every so often. Owner’s manuals
may note when to replace the timing belt,
but they generally must be replaced every
60,000 to 105,000 miles. That’s infrequent,

but drivers can ask their mechanics to keep
an eye on their timing belts. One issue many
drivers encountered in the early months of
the pandemic whenpeople were driving less
frequently was timing belts that were failing
long before they reached the projected mile

FILL YOUR TANK

With the Money You Save on Auto Insurance!
Call Today for a FREE Policy Review

T tusurance Center

Faith Auto .

Agents Brian Rooney
and Steve Havelka
112 N. 71H ® OweNsviLLE, MO
pH 573.437.2100

eMalL: brooney0 1@hotmail.com

~ « COMPLETE AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
«» AUTO BODY REPAIR/PAINTING
«» PRE-OWNED CARS FOR SALE

Owned bg Charles DeBoeuf

201 E. Harrison, Owensville, MO

575-457-700I

markers. That’s because infrequent driving
can hasten the demise of the timing belt.
This is something for aging drivers who no
longer drive a lot to keep in mind.

 Take care of the brakes and associ-
ated components. The experts at Popular

Mechanics urge drivers of older vehicles
to replace their brake fluid every two years.
Popular Mechanics also advises drivers
whose cars are more than seven years old to
replace the rubber brake lines when major
brake work is required.

* Pay attention to oil levels. The older
engines get, the more oil they’re going to
burn. So drivers of older vehicles should
check their oil levels more often than they
wouldiftheir vehicles were brand new. This
also is a great way to discover leaks before
they lead to potentially significant issues.

* Don’t skip maintenance appointments.
Even if you’re still driving less due to the
pandemic, it’s best not to skip recommended
maintenance intervals. That’s true for driv-
ers of all cars, but especially those whose
vehicles are aging. Routine tune-ups and oil
changes, which may need to become more
frequent the older the vehicle gets, can keep
carsrunning smoothly and protectthe engine
over the long haul.

The rising cost of new cars is compelling
millions of drivers to keep their cars longer
than they might have anticipated. Some
simple maintenance measures can help those
cars run strong for years to come.

Collision Repair

and More

WINDSHIELD REPLACEMENT & CHIP REPAIR

Get your windshield
repaired at no charge to
you. Windshield Chip
Repair is covered 100%
by most insurances, with
no deductible.

Since
1981

Windshields
Replaced If
7 Needed

AUTO DETAILING

Everything from Hand Wash Job to
Complete Auto Detailing

RENTAL CARS - DAILY OR WEEKLY
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Ten gifts for automotive enthusiasts

The roar of the engine and the feeling of
the wind in your hair is part of the magic of
taking to the open road behind the wheel of
a beloved vehicle. Whether a person is the
ultimate gear head who needs to have the
latest aftermarket accessory or someone
who simply appreciates a pristine ride, auto
enthusiasts come in all shapes and sizes.
Luckily, there are all types of automotive
gifts that can make it easy to impress car
guys and gals this holiday season.

1. Dashboard cell phone holder: Using
a mobile phone while driving is not a good
idea. However, many people use their
phones as GPS devices. Holding a phone
while navigating is dangerous, but a phone
mount near the dash can keep the phone
visible without compromising the safety of
drivers and their passengers.

2. Customized floor mats: Know an auto
fanatic who’s also a sports fan? Offer a gift
that mixes the two passions, such as floor
mats featuring a favorite sports team’s logo.

3. Cleansing wipes: When drivers are
short on time, a full car wash and wax may
not be possible. Drop Wipes are a product
made from a neutralizing acid that desta-
bilizes stains or bird droppings for an easy
cleaning.

JIM KREUTZER, Owner

573-437-3636
573-308-5349 cell

We work on domestic & foreign
vehicles, diesel & gas engines, and
big trucks including road tractors

DrAKE

4. Magazine subscription: A wide se-
lection of publications are geared to auto
enthusiasts. They provideplenty of pertinent
information, and some car lovers like to
collect and display certain issues. Yearly
subscriptions are affordable and can make
ideal stocking stuffers.

5. Racing experience gift certificate:
Researchracing carschools and experiences
where you live. Chances are you can find
an opportunity for an automotive enthusiast
to get behind the wheel of a race car with
professional drivers offering tips fornavigat-
ing the course at high speeds.

6. Car cleaning kit: Taking care of a ride
means making sure itis clean inside and out.
A quality car cleaning kit can ensure the
job is done effectively and the car or truck
always looks its best.

7. Personalized leather keychain: En-
sure that a person can drive and keep their
keys handy in style with leather keychains
engraved with a driver’s name or initials.

8. Racing video games: A love for the
open road may not end when cars pull into
the driveway. Modern racing games and
consoles produce incredibly realistic graph-
ics and action that mimics real life.

9. Automotive cufflinks: As a nod to a
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AUTOMVMOTIVE

OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY 8 TO 6; SATURDAY 8 TO 1; SUNDAY BY APPT.
2 MILES OUT OF DRAKE ON MIORRE ROAD

Coverdell Glass 1L

Auto and Residential Glass and Mirrors

JANBranstetten

502 S. Franklin
Cuba, MO 65453

(573) 885-4199
Fax: (573) 885-4293

Email: coverdellautoglass@gmail.com

love of driving, find quirky cufflinks thatare
shaped like everything from gear shifters to
speedometers to steering wheels.

10. Roof or car racks: When a love of
driving merges with the call of the great
outdoors, drivers may need something to
help haul their stuff. Various racks have
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been designed for toting around bicycles,
kayaks, luggage, and more.

When gifting automotive enthusiasts,
look no further than their favorite hobby
for inspiration.

8573-437-7351

604 S. Walnut ® Owensville, MO 65066
Hours: Monday - Friday: 8 to 5 p.m.

o State Inspections
e Tune-Ups

* Brakes

e All Engine Work

e AC Service

* Oil Changes

e Computer
Diagnostics




ALL TIRE PRICES INCLUDE MOUNTING AND COMPUTER BALANCING

GET SOME MILEAGE OUT
OF THE SEASON

SPRING IS HERE, and so is our BIG DEAL!

Jump-start the season with up to a Cooper Tires Visa® Prepaid Card
or Virtual Account when you buy a new set of four qualifying tires.*

$70 REWARD

3

DISCOVERER® RUGGED TREK®
DISCOVERER® SRX™

Engine Oil

DISCOVERER® AT3 FAMILY OF TIRES
$50 REWARD ,, Goos 35 595 ) Kenda!l
oo AR TE% i Full Synthetic
N .
coorer - Dexos QOil

Limited time offer. Some restrictions apply; see store for details.

Full Service Kendall Oil Change

Kendall

GT-1 338.95

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 1.833.237.5109
OR GO TO US.COOPERTIRE.COM/PROMOTIONS

67 years of doing it right..has
made Jost Tire the Leader!

See Jost Tire, your independent Tire
Dealer, for any of the following brands...

NOW DOING

Hunter Hawkeye

Elite Alignments

Stop by today for a
FREE Quick Check!

Alignments Starting at.. .SG 9'95’
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COOPERTIRES

Firestone

— including ATV & Lawn/Garden!

JOSI TIRE
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> Because so much is riding on your tires.

GOODFYEAR
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OTITAN
KELLY I(§ TIRES

CO., INC.
©

www.JostTire.com

116 E. PETERS AVE., - OWENSVILLE, MO 65066
573.437.TIRE (8473)



